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Summer vs. fall — which is better?
By Pastor Becky Jo

Dear Friends:
I went in search of a citronella plant at a big box
home store the other day. I wondered if this “natural”
version of the repellent might be good on the deck to
keep the mosquitos away. The woman watering the
rose bushes, not looking up from her work, told me
she didn’t have any. They sold those plants in April
and May; soon the mums would arrive.

Mums?  (I even said it aloud!) It’s still summer.
There’s still time to savor summer without
mosquitos. But the citronella plant is long gone (at
least at that store), and I will have to find another
means of savoring summer without mosquitos.

I wasn’t so much disappointed that the plant wasn’t
available as I was about the thought that summer was
ending already. Carefree, warm, easy schedules of
summer are balm for those of us who often suffer
through very cold winter conditions. We count on
summer lasting as long as it can! We savor warm
days and sunshine, fishing and beach time, gardening
and biking.

It’s emotionally mixed for me.  Every year, like
many of you, I want summer to last a little longer.
But as summer fades away, I also get excited …
Please turn the page to continue reading

Ice Cream Sunday, Aug. 8
Brrring, brrring — The ice cream truck is
coming to Eden Prairie UMC Sunday,
Aug. 8. Enjoy a cool treat after outdoor
worship, compliments of the EPUMC
Connect Team.
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Summer into fall, Continued from previous page

I get excited about what is coming:  a fuller sanctuary for worship, the sounds of choirs making
music, smiles of Sunday School children as they tell their parents what they learned, youth
making connections with one another. The end of summer brings great joy in the return of the
faith family to active ministry in the church.

But that requires a reset, doesn’t it? We have to engage an intentional process of choosing to
reset our schedules, our priorities and our intentions.

I know how hard this is going to be this fall. We have been out of our in person ministry
routines for 16 months and getting back into them isn’t going to happen naturally. We are going
to have to make conscious decisions, over and over again, to reset the habit of weekly worship,
small group engagement and community building. On average, it takes more than two months
before a new behavior becomes automatic. We are all going to be trying to set a new habit with
church this fall. Old habits are long gone after this lengthy time away from the church building.
Nearly everyone, it seems, is ready for a post-pandemic habit.

Let me challenge you to the following: re-build the habit of weekly worship for you and
your family. Spend the time it takes (at least two months) intentionally re-building the habit of
weekly worship with the community of EPUMC. You can start that habit right now at outdoor
worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. In the fall, when we are back to in person worship in the
sanctuary, you can make that experience part of your weekly worship habit.

We also have a permanent online worship presence to make your habit keeping easier when you
need an option to in person worship. Perhaps you will find it an even more appealing option
when you can join online worship as a livestreamed event Sundays at 10 a.m. starting in late
September. Challenge yourself to set aside time every week to worship with your faith
community, whether in person or online.

Why?  Because the community is the place where God shapes us, teaches us to love
unconditionally, course-corrects our lives and holds us up with love and grace. It is in
community that we learn what it means to become more like Jesus. It is in community that we
are held in our difficulties, challenged in our complacency, fulfilled in our serving. Let’s come
back together in weekly worship so that, in community, we can become the people God created
us to be together.

See you at worship!

Pastor Becky Jo



G  C  T  W

We know what it it is like to be hurt or betrayed. Hurtful words, lies,
gossip, abuse, adultery and abandonment are pains we cause one
another. God longs to help us learn to practice forgiveness. Through the
story of Joseph and his brothers as told in Genesis, we glimpse family
dysfunction and see how forgiveness can change the landscape of
relationships, not only in families but in all our interactions with others.
Experience the release that is possible in the act of forgiving another.

The Release of Forgiveness

August 1
The Roller Coaster Ride

“The Roller Coaster Called
Reconciliation”

Genesis 43:1-15, 26-44:13
Reconciliation takes two people
(parties) who repent of the harm and
wrongdoing toward the other so they
can come close again in relationship.

August 8
Grace and Boundaries

“Big Girls (and Boys)
Do Cry — A Lot!”

Genesis 47:11-12;
Genesis 49:28-50:1

Joseph’s dialogue after he reveals
himself to his brothers gives us a
model for reconciling conversations.
It shows the power of God at work in
us to “overcome evil with good.”

August 15
Moving Forward

“For Good”
Genesis 50:1-21
Romans 8:26-28

God invites us to lay down our “why”
about the situation and ask “what?”
What can I do to be used by God
through this situation to bless others?
What will God do with this mix of
life situations?

August 29—September 19
God creates, knows, loves and sees all of us in
our full humanity. But we can fall into the habit
of assuming everyone is the same or like us.
While we share a common humanity, these
assumptions can be harmful and prevent us from
truly seeing other people and listening to their
perspectives. By looking at Biblical stories, this
series will help us learn how to listen to, respect,
affirm and act for and with others. In doing so,
we can also come to know God even more fully.

August 29
Hearing Other Voices

Mark 10:46-52
We can be so busy on our mission that we stop
listening. As Christians, we cannot fully engage in
our mission without taking the time to hear the
voices on the side of the road.

August 22
Rev. Paula Fannemel Timm

“Oh, the Places You Will Go”
Genesis 37:18-27

This week we will explore the detour our lives take
when unexpected things happen.

Summer Worship
Schedule

In-Person Outdoor Worship, 10 a.m.
Moved inside in the case of inclement weather

with safety protocols including masks and social
distancing, limited singing.

Holy Communion — First and Third Sundays

8:15 a.m. Bible Study on Zoom
Join us for a discussion on the text for the day

with plenty of time to worship online or
in person afterwards.

Worship and Children’s Message
always available online at
www.prairiechurch.org
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Ready to Ring?
If you sit in the pews with your eyes closed

and listen to the handbell musicians ring a
rendition of “How Great Thou Art”, you are
magically transported to the cathedrals of
France.  Opening your eyes, you can be
mystified watching the clapper bounce, the
bells fly from table to hand, the impossibly
quick page turns.

Well, the secret is, every player you are
watching experienced a first day of bells.
Mine was the summer of 2012 when I took a
job accompanying the adult choir, directing
the children’s choirs and…. directing youth
bells!?!  I started the job and immediately

went to the bell room, with YouTube and “Bells for Dummies” in hand, and started learning.
And guess what?  It wasn’t as daunting as expected, in fact, it was FUN.  I was hooked!

Take the mystery out of ringing.  Join us for “Back to Basics”
Saturday, August 28 10-11a.m.
This will be a fun, 1-hour clinic for ALL bell
skill levels.

Never touched a bell before? This clinic is for
you!

Took a break from ringing over the pandemic?
This clinic is for you!

Been ringing for years and want to mentor the
next generation?  This clinic is for you!
We will go over fundamental handbell posture,
ring position, damping techniques, basic note
reading skills and more.
No pressure, no commitments, just an hour of fun and ringing.  Learn the secrets of the trade then
stay for a snack and social time.  Ages 12 and older welcome.  We will be socially distanced and
masked. Pre-register at www.prairiechurch.org (link on the home page).

In-Person Music Rehearsals to return in September! Stay tuned.

If you have questions or are interested in joining a group, please send me an email
(meganp@prairiechurch.org).

MUSIC MINISTRY
by Megan Peterson, Director
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CONNECT TEAM
Online Eden Prairie UMC Directory
Members and friends of Eden Prairie United
Methodist Church can have a church directory
as close as their laptop or mobile device! The
online directory is continuously updated as soon
as we receive changes/corrections to addresses,
phone numbers and emails.

Your only requirement is an email address that
is part of your directory listing. Accessing the
directory is as easy as setting up an account with
your email and choosing a password (maybe
that’s the HARD part).

If you want to access the directory from your
computer, type in your browser:
members.InstantChurchDirectory.com

Click the “Create Login” button. Use your email
and create and confirm a password. Click
“Request Login” and wait for an email from
Instant Church Directory. Verify by clicking the
link in the email.

Now you can look up phone numbers, emails
and addresses any time.

FREE App for iPhone, iPad
& Android

July Bike Parade at Eden Prairie UMC
Who doesn’t love a parade? Especially when you are in it. Families gathered July 18 at Eden
Prairie UMC. There were streamers, ribbons and all sorts of materials to decorate the bikes
before parading around the parking lot. Do you have a great idea for a family event? Share it
with Jody Veatch, Eden Prairie UMC’s Young Family Engagement Specialist,
jodyv@prairiechurch.org.
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GROW THROUGH COMMUNITY

Labyrinth meditation for August

Time to reflect time in Martha Erickson’s garden
The Grow Team invites you to Save the Date for a special field trip event from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, September 25. Drop your cares and join us for a day in a blissful garden offered by
Martha Erickson who was our guest speaker for the Labyrinth blessing. We will gather for
prayer, sharing and some peaceful silence. Spend time finding God: in the garden, on the beach,
on the deck, walking the labyrinth.

Martha's home is located in Lakeville, and we will meet there. Plan on bringing your own
lunch. For questions or more details contact Gwen Pickering, gwenpickering@gmail.com, or
Kathy Bowman, kathybow22@aol.com. Watch for more details and signups in the weekly
EPUMC emails.

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us
free.” Galatians 5:1

If you feel called, we invite you to use this
scripture as a foundation for your time of walking
with God in the labyrinth. Here are a couple of
ways you might wish to use it.

One: Repeat the scripture over and over as a
mantra as you walk the labyrinth, allowing it to
bring you deeper and deeper into your time with
God.

Two: Ask God to show you what you need to let
go of in order to be free. Listen with an open heart,
in order to hear what God has to say to you.

We will have a group walk after worship, Sunday,
Aug. 15, or come any day you choose.

Blessings to you. Grow Team

Sunday, August 29
10 a.m. Outdoor Worship
We invite all families and students to outdoor
worship, Aug.29, 10 a.m. when we bless the
backpacks.

We want to provide a blessing as students
begin another school year. We know for some
of you, it begins Monday, Aug. 30!

As you gather school supplies for the first day
of school, don’t forget Sunday worship and a
blessing from Eden Prairie UMC.
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Children’s Ministries
By Rachel Casper, Director
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Children’s Time
The kids and I have been having so
much fun during our time together on
Sunday mornings. We have been
learning the story of Joseph and talking
about how God wants us to share
feelings and not keep them bottled up
because that can lead us to do things we
know we shouldn’t.

We have been able to be outside and
play games (see photo at right), make
crafts, and draw pictures.

Rooted
This fall the Rooted Wednesday evening group will be for third graders. This is such an exciting
time for them as they join our Wednesday night youth programming. We will begin to under-
stand what it means to become rooted in our faith.

“So then, just as you receive Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him,
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing
with thankfulness.” Col. 2:6-7

Holy Club will be for fourth and fifth graders; Middle School Youth group is for Grades 6-8.

Facebook Sunday school
If any of you are not part of our Sunday School Facebook group but wish to be, please contact
me at rachelc@prairiechurch.org

GROW THROUGH COMMUNITY, continued

What discoveries will we find on Adventure Island?
The time has arrived!  We are ready to travel to Adventure Island.  We will explore ways that
God’s light shines in the world. We will learn about God’s
creation and ways to care for it, be encouraged to trust God
no matter what, celebrate God’s work in our lives and be
reminded to share God’s hope.

There will be crafts, games, music, bible stories and snacks in
a safe and fun environment.  The kids will be able to enjoy
our first all outdoor VBS with a tropical island theme.

We have 17 children joining EPUMC Vacation Bible School
for the first time. This is such a blessing to have these
children join us. We reached out into the community, and
several families from outside the church have signed up this
year. This is such an exciting time. Children will share songs
with the congregation during outdoor worship Sunday, Aug. 8.



P A G E 8
T H E  T U M B L E W E E D

Ongoing GROW groups at Eden Prairie UMC
Men’s Discussion Group
We are Zooming every Wednesday at 9 a.m. until we can safely meet in person without masks.
Contact Steve Sopoci, stsopoci@comcast.net to join the discussion.

Prayer Network
Praying for the church family’s concerns and joys on a daily basis. Please contact the office at
office@prairiechurch.org or 952-937-8781 to be included in the network or if you have a prayer
request.

Women’s FaithShare meets Thursdays from 10–11:30 a.m. on Zoom.

Inter-Knits Prayer Shawl Ministry
We continue to knit and crochet at home. The shawls are given to members who have need of
healing. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Sherry Harms at 952-658-6868.
Please contact the church office if you know someone who needs a prayer shawl.

YOUTH MINISTRIES
Youth Ministry Update
What a great celebration we had of Terri Myer’s years of ministry,
both as a servant and a staff person, at EPUMC!  I hope you had a
chance to share your thanks with her July 11 or some other time.
We wish Terri blessings as she discerns what God is calling her to
next.

In July I held three listening sessions with parents, listening for their
hopes and dreams for our youth ministry program at EPUMC.
What I heard parents say was important in our program includes the
following:

 Helping our youth build a foundation in faith that
informs their values

 Giving youth a chance to put their faith into action
 Relationships developed between youth
 Being adaptable to youth needs
 Consistency in the timing of programing and good communication

Our Staff Parish Relations Team is working on a process to hire a Youth Ministry Coordinator
as soon as we are able. Because it can take a while to locate the right candidate, I ask for your
prayers for the process and your patience and support in these in between times. It will be the
support of parents and other caring adults that will help make the programming a success, even
after a Youth Ministry Coordinator is in place!

One of the new means of communication will be a private group on Facebook for all things
relating to Youth Ministry at EPUMC.  You can locate the group here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/youthministryofepumc or by finding the EPUMC Facebook
page and look under “groups” to locate it.  I encourage every family with youth to become a
member of that group for inspiration, communication and connection. Thank you for participat-
ing in the discussions and helping to shape this new season of youth ministry!
Pastor Becky Jo

Terri Meyers
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ENGAGE WITH COMMUNITY
Feeding hungry children
We set a BIG goal of providing 1,500 boxes of
macaroni and cheese for the PROP Summer Food
program. We started collecting in May and have
delivered more than 1000 boxes so far.

Bring boxes of mac & cheese whenever you come to Eden Prairie UMC. The church office is
open every weekday morning, and you can also bring contributions when you come to outdoor
worship. We want to keep those children fed until they return to school in August/September!

PROP Garden report
We're working in the PROP garden after church on Sunday and on Wednesday evenings from
6-7. We can use some help with harvesting!

Also, if you have extra produce from your home garden, you are welcome to drop it off on Sun-
day morning or Wednesday evening. We’ll insure that it is delivered to the PROP food shelf the
next day. When Eden Prairie UMC learned that PROP needed fresh vegetables for its food
shelf, we began the garden in 2013. In 2020, we delivered more than 3,000 pounds of fresh
beans, squash, tomatoes, tomatillos, peppers and more.

Thank you note
Dear Eden Prairie United Methodist Church,
Thank you so much for the book and all you have done for me
in the past. This church was the first church I felt loved and
accepted as a bisexual woman. Thank you for all that you do.
Love, Georgia

Thank you from PROP
Thank you for your recent donation in support of PROP’s Summer Food for Kids program that
allows us to ease the burden of families over the lean, but demanding summer months. With the
Summer Food for Kids Gift Match Challenge, your donation has greater impact. We expect to
provide healthy, kid-friendly fresh food items to 1,000 children in the community. Your ongoing
support builds a safety net to catch those who have fallen on hard times, especially during a
pandemic. We could not begin to meet the need in our community without your faithful support.
Thank you again for partnering with us to help our neighbors in need. Gratefully, Janet Palmer,
Executive Director, PROP

Note: Eden Prairie has made multiple PROP deliveries. June 30: 75 pounds of produce and $255;
July 12, 126 pounds of produce.

Correction
We failed to mention in last month’s edition that the Thank You note for $7000 given in memory
of Elizabeth Grage through Eden Prairie UMC came from WithAll, formerly the Emily Program,
that works to educate and help with treatment of eating disorders.
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FAITH IN ACTION
We are so excited to start back delivering weekend meals from Every Meal at Oak Point
Elementary again this fall! Currently, we have three volunteers who deliver meals at Oak
Point. We would love to have more volunteers.

The meals are delivered to the classroom before the students arrive at 7:45 a.m., usually on
Fridays (earlier in the week when there are release days). This is a new school start time, and I
will check with the social worker soon to find out when we need to arrive to deliver meals.

It is a very rewarding experience to provide weekend meals to the students who need them! If
you can help us out this fall, please email or phone me, linda.rorke@yahoo.com or 563-370-
1717. I’m happy to provide more information about Every Meal and how meals are delivered to
the classroom. Thanks so much! Linda Rorke.

ENGAGE WITH COMMUNITY, CONTINUED

Looking for someone to take over the EPUMC Meals On Wheels Scheduling Coordinator
role. This is a monthly role and takes about two hours each month.  The tasks include:  Email-
ing to distribution list, scheduling drivers and backups, follow up emails for the delivery week.
If interested in this role, please contact Phyllis Mobley, ummamobley@hotmail.com or
952-250-5150.

EPUMC Rainbow Team —
building inclusive community
One of the ways members of the Eden Prairie
UMC Rainbow Team reaches out is through
its presence at the Methodist booth at the
Twin Cities Pride Festival. The booth is one
way we offer God’s inclusive love.

This year’s festival, the 49th annual, was
July 17-18 at Loring Park, Minneapolis.

Eden Prairie UMC has been a reconciling
congregation since 2007, welcoming LGBTQ
individuals, couples, and families.

The Rainbow Team will meet Sunday,
Aug. 8, following outdoor worship at
EPUMC.
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August 2021
Calendar
Sunday Schedule
8:15 a.m. Bible Study on Zoom
10 a.m. Outdoor Worship
10 a.m. Worship on website
10 a.m. Sunday School on Facebook

Sunday, August 1
Communion Sunday

Monday—Friday, August 2-6
9 a.m.—Noon Vacation Bible
School

Tuesday, Aug. 3
7:30 p.m. Staff Parish Relations
Team

Wednesday, Aug. 4
9 a.m. Men’s Discussion Group
1 p.m. Staff Meeting

Sunday, Aug. 8
Sunday Schedule
Ice cream truck after worship
11 a,m. Rainbow Team meets

Monday, Aug. 9
6:30 p.m. Connect Team

Tuesday, Aug. 10
6:30 p.m. Engage Team
7:30 p.m. Worship

Wednesday, Aug. 11
9 a.m. Men’s Discussion Group
9 a.m. Staff Meeting (in person)
7:30 p.m. Pandemic Response Team

Sunday, Aug. 15
Sunday Schedule
Communion Sunday
11 a.m. Group Labyrinth Walk

Monday, Aug. 16
7 p.m. Grow Team

Tuesday, Aug. 17
6:30 p.m. Staff Parish Relations
Team (tentative)

Wednesday, Aug. 18
9 a.m. Men’s Discussion Group

Thursday, Aug. 19
6:30 p.m. Administration Team (in
person)

Friday, Aug. 20
Deadline for September edition of
The Tumbleweed newsletter

Sunday, Aug. 22
Sunday Schedule

Monday, Aug. 23
7 p.m. Digital Discipleship

Wednesday, Aug. 25
9 a.m. Men’s Discussion Group
10 a.m. Staff Meeting

Thursday, Aug. 26
6:30 p.m. Core Team meets

Saturday, Aug. 28
10—11 a.m. Handbell Clinic
(in person)

Sunday, August 29
Sunday Schedule
Blessing of the Backpacks

Cheers Too is a social gathering of women from the church. We meet at 8 a.m. on Saturdays
online. Send an email to Beth Holland bjwholland@gmail.com, and she will invite you.
GEMS (God’s Exceptional Methodist  Seniors) is finding new ways to connect via email
and Zoom gatherings. Contact Deb Soderholm, debsoderholm@gmail.com.

Block Party Quilt Group is working at home on projects and sharing ideas. Contact Beth
Holland if you are interested in this group, bjwholland@gmail.com

Women’s Evening Book Group The Women’s Evening Book Group meets every other month
to discuss fiction and nonfiction selections that expand viewpoints in social and ethical issues. The
next gathering is in September, when the group discusses This Tender Land by Minnesota author
William Kent Krueger. Contact Deb Wagner at deb@drwhome.com.
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