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The Engage Team of Eden Prairie UMC
invites you to make a contribution in support
of relief and recovery efforts in Haiti. You
may mail a check or make an online contribu-
tion, choosing “Haiti Relief.” Your gift will
be sent to United Methodist organizations
working on the ground in Haiti.

What does it mean to worship
both live and online?
Jews and Samaritans didn’t play well together.
They were two groups who worshipped the
same God, the same God we worship, but in
different locations. And those different loca-
tions were a point of contention between these
two groups of people.

Jewish people worshipped God at the Temple
in Jerusalem.  They had a long religious tradi-
tion of why that was the correct location.  The
Samaritans worshipped God on Mt. Gerizim in
the region of Samaria.  They had a long
religious tradition of why that was the correct
location.  Each group knew they were right.
Each group found spiritual connection in their
differing locations.  God met Jews at the
Temple in Jerusalem and God met the Samari-
tans at Mt. Gerizim.  Hmmm…

One day Jesus was traveling through Samaria.
He didn’t have to.  It was the long way to
where he was headed.  Because of the tensions
between these two sister religious groups,
Jewish people like Jesus would go out of their
way to avoid traveling through Samaria.  Not
Jesus, of course.  He goes out of his way to
travel through Samaria.

Live and Online, Please turn to page 2
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Live and Online, from page 1
While traveling through Samaria, Jesus encounters a woman at a well. They engage in some
back and forth conversation (which in itself is amazing!) before they get to this topic of who
worships in the correct location.  Jesus cuts to the chase when he tells her that the time is
coming when people will not worship God at Mt. Gerizim or the Temple in Jerusalem.  He
even tells her the time is already here, because he, the Messiah, is the one who ushers in such a
change.  Jesus says to her,

“What you’re called will not matter and where you go to worship will not matter.
It’s who you are and the way you live that count before God. Your worship must
engage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That’s the kind of people God is out
looking for: those who are simply and honestly themselves before God in their
worship.” (John 4:23-24 The Message)

In this moment, at the coming of the Messiah, worshiping God has changed from a thing that
happens in one location, to a state of the heart and life.  God invites us into worship wherever
we are and to come into that worship just as we are.  Jewish people and the followers of Jesus
will all have to live into this new sense of worship after the Temple is destroyed.  They have to
discover that a single place, while providing a holy encounter of God, isn’t the only place they
can encounter God.

In September we are going to live more fully into this notion of
worship than we ever have.  Starting September 26, we will gather the
community for worship, both in the physical worship space of the
Eden Prairie UMC sanctuary AND AT THE SAME TIME online from
wherever people find themselves at 10 a.m. Sunday morning.
It will be a live and online gathering of people who are bringing their
whole selves before God in worship, as simply and honestly as they
can.  For some, that means they will be in the building worshipping in their pew.  Others will
find their pew on the sofa at home, on the deck at their cabin, in their seat on the plane, in the
car as they travel, on a beach on vacation.  Because from all of those locations and more, we
can come simply and honestly before God, we can come together in community, and we can
worship together from our own pews.  Some will even join the community for worship at
another time as they engage with a recording of our live worship experience.

We are so excited to launch this live and online worship September 26.  We are excited for the
way it will bring our community more together than it has been in 16+ months.  We are excited
about how being live and online will draw people whom we do not yet know into community
and into the presence of God in Jesus.  We are excited for what God will do through our faith-
fulness in creating avenues for an inclusive worshipping community.

Make plans now to join us live or online Sunday, September 26, at 10 a.m.  Make plans now to
invite your friends and loved ones to join you in community live and online.

Let’s see what God is going to do through us!

Pastor Becky Jo



GROWING COMMUNITY THROUGH WORSHIP

September 5 Sisters Are Doing it for Themselves
Numbers 27:1-11(The Message)
The daughters of a deceased man demand their father’s inheritance and Moses acts to make it
happen.  We learn that the importance of listening to the voices on the margins must also be
followed up with action.
Communion Sunday

September 12 R.E.S.P.E.C.T. the Stranger
Deuteronomy 10:14-22 (The Message)
The scripture calls us to stop being hardheaded and instead treat others from God’s perspective.
As followers of God, our action must always be based on God’s view of the stranger and how
God calls us to love them.
Bible Sunday

September 19 Diverse People, One Vision
Revelation 7:9-17 (The Message)
We cannot truly listen to, act or love all of God’s children if we do not also affirm how God sees
all of us. And through affirming one another in all our fullness, God becomes more fully revealed
to and known by us. Rain date for Bible Sunday
Communion Served

August 29—September 19
God creates, knows, loves and sees all of us in our
full humanity. But we can fall into the habit of
assuming everyone is the same or like us. While
we share a common humanity, these assumptions
can be harmful and prevent us from truly seeing
other people and listening to their perspectives.
By looking at Biblical stories, this series will help
us learn how to listen to, respect, affirm and act for
and with others. In doing so, we can also come to
know God even more fully.

10 a.m. In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary
(masks and distancing required)
10 a.m. Live-Streamed Worship on the
website (prairiechurch.org)
Worship available for you in your remote pew
any time after worship

September 26
Welcome Home!
Luke 15:1-10 (The Message)
Jesus tells three parables, or stories, about the
amazing grace of God who seeks the lost,
picks us up and lays us across God’s back to
carry us home!  Whether you are coming
home to church (in-person or live-streamed)
or today marks the day when you come
home to God again, know that you are
treasured and loved and celebrated by God
and by this community of faith!
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“Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God for everything,
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 5:19-20)

It has been over a year of flexibility, changes and constant adapting.  Our musicians really know
all about being flexible! But through it all, we have sung from our hearts, giving thanks to God.  I
am so excited for what this season of music will bring and hope you will join me in praising God
with song.

Chancel Choir starts September 22
Chancel Choir is an SATB choral ensemble that sings a variety of sacred songs.  Ages high
school and up are welcome.  Church choir is a great way to learn a new skill or brush up on an
old one.  No need to feel like you must commit to a whole year; come and go as your schedule
allows.

Choir will meet on Wednesdays starting September 22 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Depending on
the spread of COVID in the area we will:

If weather allows, meet outside (bring a chair!)
Meet distanced and masked in the sanctuary
Men meet distanced and masked in the choir room 6:30-7; Women 7-7:30 distanced and

masked in sanctuary
Meet virtually on Zoom men 6:30-7; Women 7-7:30 (shared prayers and announcements at 7)

In addition to the options above, choir rehearsals will continue to be offered on Zoom for those
who cannot come to rehearsal due to scheduling, illness, etc.  The choir will sing the anthem at
worship September 26.  As COVID climate continues to shift, changes to the rehearsal plan may
happen quickly.  Please make sure you are on the group email to receive up to date information
by contacting meganp@prairiechurch.org.

Praise Team will lead worship October 10
Praise Team is a small SATB group that sings contemporary Christian music.  The group will
start leading music on Rainbow Sunday, October 10.  We will plan on rehearsing in-person
(distanced and masked), pending COVID protocols, beginning at the end of September.  Make
sure I have your current email so you can stay up to date on information.  If you are interested in
joining this team, please contact me.

Handbell Ensemble will resume in November
Handbells will continue their hiatus for a bit longer and resume ringing again in November,
working on Christmas music.  Look out for communication in October for the start date and
location.  If you would like to receive communication about bells, please contact me and I will
add you to our email list.

Wednesday Night Children’s Music starting in November
I am so excited to add children’s music to our Wednesday evening programming.  Music will be
offered on Wednesdays from 6-6:25 p.m. for Grades 3-6.  There will be three rotations during the
year: choir, bells and musical drama.  Your child can opt in for any (or all!) of the three rotations.
Details to come in October/November newsletters.

MUSIC MINISTRY
by Megan Peterson, Director
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C  C

FREE App for iPhone, iPad
& Android

Come Home Again!
...to worship in the Sanctuary at 10 AM
...to worship from your remote “pew”

...to the community of Eden Prairie UMC
Come Home Again to God,

who loves you!

THE SEASON IS HERE!
September 26th – October 17th

A Season of Celebrating Community

Stay tuned for more special events October 3, 10 & 17 in our Coming Home Again Season.

September 26, 2021
Launching our FIRST

Live and Online Worship Service @ 10 a.m.
LIVE in the Sanctuary

OR
LIVE from your own “pew”
wherever you are at 10 a.m.

(Or join us later in a recorded version of the live service)

SPECIAL EVENTS September 26th
Engage in the Launch of the Digital Campus

Interact with a Photo Booth
Enjoy Outdoor Fellowship (weather permitting)

Giving to Coming Home Again
Your special “Coming Home Again” gifts have
purchased air purifiers for classrooms and gathering
spaces.  Your gifts will also enable us to hire the
staff, as well as further enhance the air purification
in the sanctuary, as proven technology becomes
available.  Thank you for your past and future gifts.
Through August 2021, we have received $21,575.

An invitation to a Garden Retreat
The Eden Prairie UMC Grow Team invites you
to attend a mini- retreat, “Finding God in the
Garden,” Saturday, September 25, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Join us for a time of reflection and
connection in the beautiful garden and labyrinth
belonging to  Martha Erickson, our labyrinth
speaker this past June.

Enjoy a time of group and individual meditation
on God’s beautiful creation. Experience
individual garden and labyrinth exploration
during a time of silence, self-expression with a
simple craft project, and a faith-sharing
opportunity as we identify the ways God speaks
to us.

Sign-ups will be offered through the church
weekly emails in September. In keeping with
Covid protocols, we will travel individually to
her property in Lakeville, bring our own lunches
and wear masks. The grounds and deck offer
plenty of space for social distancing to provide a

safe time of connection to each other and our
beautiful world. All adults are welcome to
attend.

For questions or more details contact Gwen
Pickering, gwenpickering@gmail.com, or
Kathy Bowman, kathybow22@aol.com.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
By Rachel Casper, Director
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VBS gratitude
I want to thank everyone involved
in Vacation Bible School this year
for making it a success. It really
does take a village. There is so
much prep work that goes into it
before the week even gets here,
and then the week of activities is a
huge  undertaking as well.

Everyone was wonderful to chip in
to donate buckets as well as time
and talents. It could not happen
without each and every one of
you.

The kids had a wonderful time and learned so much about the
stories and ways that God’s light shines in the world. They
played games, sang songs, did crafts and told the story them-
selves. Their daily offerings added up to $543.87 given to Feed

My Starving
Children.

We used
snacks and
games to
reinforce the
stories. The snack (above right) represents the
man whose friends brought him on a mat to
be healed by Jesus. At left, shepherds
gathered up lost sheep (cotton balls) during a
game.

Children shared their VBS songs in worship Aug. 8,
when we moved indoors for worship.

Sunday school
We are having so much fun being together in person share lessons about the stories. Starting on
September 26, we be able to have Sunday school in our EPUMC classrooms once again. They
have all been updated with air purifiers and a makeover.
We will continue to offer Sunday school online for those who cannot make it in person. There
are lessons for preschool, lower elementary and upper elementary. If you are not connected to
the children’s ministry Facebook page but would like to be, please contact me
at rachelc@prairiechurch.org or contact the church office and we will connect you.

Family Ministry
Please join us after worship on October 3 for some family fun. We will have an inflatable
bouncy slide and frozen treats for the kid in all of us. We will enjoy our coming home again
season.



P A G E 7T H E

The Grow Team has developed an intentional system of spiritual growth opportunities for adults
at various places on their faith journey.  Look for opportunities to search and connect, explore
and grow, mature and practice your faith beginning in October.  In-person groups, online, and
study at your own pace groups will be offered.

You can learn more during the Coming Home Again season at Eden Prairie UMC.  Look for the
“Journey with Jesus” table outside on September 26!

GROW THROUGH COMMUNITY
Wednesday Night Live
Join us on September 22 for our Wednesday Night Live Kick-Off event from 6:30-8 p.m.
We will have lawn games for families, s’mores down at the fire pit and tours of the building for
3rd through 8th graders and their parents. Our rooms have been updated! This is a come and go
event.

Regular Wednesday Night Live programming begins September 29.

Rooted for third graders
This year Rooted will be just for 3rd Grade students. They will get to step into Wednesday night
programming in a new way. In addition to our time together, reflecting on what it means to
become Rooted in our faith, we will also gather with older groups for service projects and game
nights.

Holy Club for fifth and sixth graders
Holy Club is for our 4th and 5th Grade students this year. Students will spend their Wednesday
evenings doing bible study as well as community projects and games with the other age
groups. It is sure to be an exciting year.

JOURNEY WITH JESUS
Discovering My Path to Becoming

More Like Jesus

ENGAGING WITH THE ONLINE COMMUNITY
We invite you to connect with our growing Eden Prairie United Methodist Online Church
Community through Facebook. There are discussions, celebrations of our various ministries and
more! While our Facebook page is public, the groups are private and moderated, with clearly
stated expectations of participants, so we can have safe and authentic conversations.
https://www.facebook.com/EdenPrairieUnitedMethodist
https://www.facebook.com/groups/epumconlinechurchcommunity
https://www.facebook.com/groups/familyministryofepumc
https://www.facebook.com/groups/youthministryofepumc
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Launching a New Season of

Youth Ministry
For youth in Grades 6-8

Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM
In the Youth Room

We will grow together as a community of middle
school youth and adults who care about them by
engaging in different kinds of events.
 Group Night: Growing together in faith
 Games Night: Growing together through fun
 Mission Night: Acting together on our faith

KICK-OFF NIGHT
Wednesday, September 22nd @ 6:30 PM

Yard Games and S’mores for the whole family
(and tours of the changes inside the building)

For youth in Grades 9-12
Sundays @ 4 PM

Together we will find ways to grow in our faith as it
relates to real life as high school youth, and then
find ways to meaningfully act upon our faith, with a
whole lot of fun and fellowship thrown in. Join us
and help us develop the group you want to have!

KICK-OFF NIGHT
Sunday, September 26th @ 4:00 PM

Yard Games and S’mores
(and planning things you care about!)

Summer 2022 Youth Mission Trip
Conversation

Sunday, October 3rd @ 11:15 a.m.
Outside (weather permitting, otherwise we will be inside) following Worship

Open to youth in grades 6-12

The Confirmation Journey—A New Approach for Youth in grades 6—12
Confirmation is an intentional journey of faith exploration.  It is a stage
on a lifelong faith journey, not the beginning nor the culmination of it.
At Eden Prairie UMC we offer confirmation to youth in grades 6 -12.
Families choose the right time for them and their youth to engage in a
six session journey to ask questions of the faith, seek answers and learn
a system in which they can continue to ask and answer questions of the
faith as they grow as faithful disciples of Jesus.

If you are interested in learning more about engaging in the
Confirmation Journey this fall / winter, email Pastor Becky Jo at
BeckyJoM@prairiechurch.org
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Men’s Discussion Group
We are Zooming every Wednesday at 9 a.m. until we can safely meet in person without masks.
Contact Steve Sopoci, stsopoci@comcast.net to join the discussion.

Prayer Network
Praying for the church family’s concerns and joys on a daily basis. Please contact the office at
office@prairiechurch.org or 952-937-8781 to be included in the network or if you have a prayer
request.
Women’s FaithShare meets Thursdays from 10–11:30 a.m.

Inter-Knits Prayer Shawl Ministry We continue to knit and crochet at home. If you have
questions, please contact Sherry Harms at 952-658-6868. Contact the church office if someone
who needs a prayer shawl.

Cheers Too is a social gathering of women from the church at 8 a.m. Saturdays online. Send
an email to Beth Holland bjwholland@gmail.com, and she will invite you.
GEMS (God’s Exceptional Methodist  Seniors) is finding new ways to connect via email
and Zoom gatherings. Contact Deb Soderholm, debsoderholm@gmail.com. We will host an
outdoor concert at Eden Prairie UMC Sept. 2 (weather permitting).
Block Party Quilt Group is working at home on projects and sharing ideas. Contact Beth
Holland if you are interested in this group, bjwholland@gmail.com
Women’s Evening Book Group The Women’s Evening Book Group meets every other
month to discuss fiction and nonfiction selections that expand viewpoints on social and ethical
issues. The next gathering is Sept. 21, when the group discusses This Tender Land by
Minnesota author William Kent Krueger. Contact Deb Wagner at deb@drwhome.com.
Tuesday Book Group — We will meet Sept. 14 and 28 at 6 p.m. at church. Contact Ray
Soderholm for information,rsoderholm@yahoo.com.

ONGOING GROUPS

Fall “Let’s Connect!” Groups
It’s time to sign up for the fall session of “Let’s Connect!” It is a great
way to get to know others in our church family in a deeper way.

Use the “Let’s Connect” links in the regular weekly Monday Morning
and Thursday Memo emails or on the Eden Prairie UMC website.
Sign up by Sept. 19 so we can create small groups and assign facilitators,
who will contact their group members. Meetings will begin in October.

All are welcome to sign up — whether you participated last year, are new to groups or want to
invite others. Each group decides how often to meet—some meet every week, others every two
or three weeks.  Time ranges from 40-60 minutes.  There is also the option of meeting in person
or on Zoom only.

The groups talk about and share “life”—families, work, things to do, recipes—whatever is on
people’s minds/hearts.  It’s a chance to smile and laugh with friends.  There is usually some
reading or sharing of gratitude, acknowledging God’s presence in our lives.
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Feeding hungry children
We did it! At right you see our last
delivery to PROP to meet our goal of
1,500 boxes of macaroni and cheese for
the Summer Food for Kids promotion.
Actually, we  exceeded that goal,

delivering 1,653 boxes (and count-
ing, since a few have been dropped off
since then.) Thank you for your gener-
ous support and care for the needs of
hungry children in our community.

ENGAGE WITH COMMUNITY
PROP Garden report
Summer is well underway in the garden! As of the end of
July we've delivered 409 pounds of vegetables to PROP.
Thanks to all of our gardeners and to people who have
brought produce from their home gardens! Thanks also to
Kristie for keeping us stocked with boxes, Rick for water-
ing regularly, and Peggy, Art, and  Vicki for deliveries.
Please join us from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Wednesdays or after
church Sundays to help with the harvest.

Covid Protocols in effect during September at Eden Prairie UMC
Protocols for Entering Eden Prairie UMC
Please wear a mask when you come into the building and keep it on while you are indoors. We
require wearing masks in the building at all times. Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.

Outdoor Worship Safety
The Eden Prairie UMC Pandemic Response Team reminds you to mask and maintain social
distance while attending outdoor worship. Given the current statistics and upward trend of
community spread, face coverings and social distance are required at outdoor worship.
Please come with your mask on and find a space that is at least 6 feet from others not in your
household where you and your family can sit. During worship, feel free to unmask when you
are safely distanced. After worship, put on your mask as you leave and wear it while greeting
others. Thank you for caring for one another.

Indoor Worship Safety
Masks and social distancing is required indoors. We have signage attached to the back of the
pews indicating where individuals and groups may sit and be safely distanced. The signs
"Closed for Safe Distancing" mean that no one can sit there. We will adjust signage as
needed for adequate spacing. Thank you in advance for following the signs.

As Christians, we are called to love and serve others. During a global pandemic, wearing a
mask and maintaining a safe distance shows that servant love that Jesus modeled when he
washed the feet of his disciples.
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September 2021
Calendar
Sunday Schedule through 9/19
8:15 a.m. Bible Study on Zoom
10 a.m. Outdoor Worship
10 a.m. Worship on website
10 a.m. Sunday School on Facebook

Wednesday, Sept. 1
9 a.m. Men’s Discussion Group
10 a.m. Staff Meeting
6 p.m. Video recording in sanctuary

Thursday, Sept. 2
5:30 GEMS social time
6:30 p.m. GEMS concert

Friday, Sept. 3
Church office closed.

Sunday, Sept. 5
Sunday Schedule
Communion Sunday

Monday, Sept. 6
Labor Day holiday, office closed
7 p.m. Digital Discipleship (Zoom)

Tuesday, Sept. 7
6:30 p.m. Staff Parish Relations Team
(Zoom)

Wednesday, Sept. 8
9 a.m. Men’s Discussion Group
10 a.m. Staff Meeting
5:30 p.m. PROP Garden harvest

Thursday, Sept. 9
11 a.m. Women’s Faith Share
(in person)

Saturday, Sept. 11
10 a.m. Care Team (church)

Sunday, Sept. 12  Bible Sunday
Sunday Schedule
11 a.m. Rainbow Team
11 a.m. Acolyte training/Bible fun

Monday, Sept. 13
6:30 p.m. Connect Team (Zoom)
7 p.m. Boy Scouts

Tuesday,  Sept. 14
6 p.m Tuesday Book Group (church)
6:30 p.m. Engage Team (Zoom)
7:30 p.m. Worship Team (Zoom)

Wednesday, Sept. 15
9 a.m. Men’s Discussion Group (Zoom)
10 a.m. Staff Meeting
5:30 p.m. PROP Garden harvest

Thursday, Sept. 16
6:30 p.m. Administration Team (church)

Saturday, Sept. 18
10 a.m. MS Support Group

Sunday, Sept. 19
Sunday Schedule
Communion Sunday

Monday, Sept. 20
7 p.m. Digital Discipleship (Zoom)
7 p.m. Boy Scouts

Tuesday, Sept. 21
6 p.m Tuesday Book Group (church)
6:30 p.m. Staff Parish Relations Team
7 p.m. Women’s Evening Book Group

Wednesday, Sept. 22
9 a.m. Men’s Discussion Group (Zoom)
10 a.m. Staff Meeting
5:30 p.m. PROP Garden harvest
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Live Open
House
6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, Sept. 23
7 p.m. Grow Team (church)

Saturday, Sept. 25
10 a.m. Mini-Retreat at Martha
Erickson’s home in Lakeville

Sunday, Sept. 26
8:15 a.m. Bible Study
10 a.m. Worship in the sanctuary
10 a.m. Livestream Worship on
website
10 a.m. Sunday School live and
on Facebook

Monday, Sept. 27
7 p.m. BSA Court of Honor

Tuesday, Sept. 28
6 p.m Tuesday Book Group (church)

Wednesday, Sept. 29
9 a.m. Men’s Discussion Group (Zoom)
10 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Live
6:30 p.m. Choir

Eden Prairie UMC offers eGiving through our provider, Vanco. The
mobile giving app has been updated as Vanco Mobile and now is
available free in the App Store or Google Play. It replaces the GivePlus
Mobile app, which will be retired September 30, 2021.

Please download the new app, and search for Eden Prairie United
Methodist Church among participating organizations to begin giving on
the new platform. You’ll be able to specify how your contribution will
be used and give to several funds at the same time, if you wish. Follow
the prompts to enter payment information and click “submit” to com-
plete your gift.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT



Visit us at
www.prairiechurch.org

Eden Prairie United Methodist Church
15050 Scenic Heights Road
Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Church office hours:
9 a.m.—1 p.m.    Monday and Thursday
9 a.m.— 5 p.m.   Tuesday, Wednesday and

Friday.

Pastor: Becky Jo Messenbrink BeckyJoM@prairiechurch.org
Director of Children’s Ministries: Rachel Casper RachelC@prairiechurch.org
Director of Music: Megan Peterson MeganP@prairiechurch.org
Organist/Accompanist: KT Thompson ktt@prairiechurch.org
Office Manager: Becky Coleman office@prairiechurch.org
Accountant: Susie Jose book-keeping@prairiechurch.org
Custodian/Building Manager: Rick LaMothe rickl@prairiechurch.org

15050 Scenic Heights Road, Eden Prairie, MN 55344 (952) 937-8781
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