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January 11, 2022 

Dear Friends 

I pray this day finds you well. 

Yesterday our Pandemic Response Team met online to discuss the current state of the spread of the 

Omicron variant of COVID-19, the Bishop’s recent encouragement to “consider moving worship, 

discipleship groups, and other meetings online for the coming weeks,” and our church’s response. 

Out of care and love for our community, both our Eden Prairie UMC community and our global 

community, we have decided that the best way forward in the near future is to move from a hybrid of 

in-person and online ministries to predominately online ministries.   

We encourage you to join us online for worship at 10 AM on Sundays 

(https://www.facebook.com/EdenPrairieUnitedMethodist or by clicking “watch live” on our website 

www.prairiechurch.org).  For those who are unable to join us online for worship, you are welcome to 

join us in the sanctuary for worship at 10 AM on Sundays, following our COVID protocols. 

In addition to livestreamed worship, the Connect Team is hosting online fellowship following worship 

on Sundays at 10:45 AM on Zoom.  Our hope is to create points of connection and deep fellowship 

following worship, even while we cannot be physically in the same place.  Follow this link 

(http://bit.ly/BeckyJomtg) to join us for fellowship time after worship. 

Small groups, team meetings and outside groups who are accustomed to meeting in-person will meet 

exclusively online beginning today.  Please visit with Becky in the office if you need help getting a Zoom 

link to be able to hold your small group or meeting online. 

Should you come into the building, we ask that you wear a mask at all times and keep a distance of more 

than 6 feet from others.  If you are not feeling well, or if someone in your household is not feeling well, 

please refrain from coming into the church building, particularly during this season of fast-spreading 

disease. 

Our move to predominately online ministry will be in effect until mid-to-late February, though the 

Pandemic Response Team will be meeting regularly to reassess the situation.  I am grateful for this 

team’s careful work and their desire to be a part of the slowing of the spread of COVID-19.  These 

decisions, because they affect the lives of people we love, are difficult to make.  We make them 

prayerfully and out of our love for each of you.  Every community of faith is making the best decision 

they can given the circumstances of their ministry.  With grace and love, we honor other church’s 

decisions while knowing we have made the choice we feel led to make for this season ahead. 

If you have any questions, please be in touch with me.  I am here for you and long for you to continue to 

know and experience the love of God for you. 

Blessings, 

 
Pastor Becky Jo 
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